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“Give me the old familiar walk, post office and
all, with this ever new self, with this infinite
expectation and faith.”
Thoreau’s journal, November 1, 1858

An interview with Concord Museum Curator David Wood and Christine Nelson,
Drue Heinz Curator of Literary and Historical Manuscripts,The Morgan Library & Museum
What stimulated the initial thinking for this exhibit?
CN: Back in 2011 I had a visit from Elizabeth Witherell, Editor-in-Chief of the
scholarly edition of Thoreau’s writings. She reminded me about the upcoming
bicentenary and we had an exciting idea: to create a major exhibition focused on
Thoreau’s journal. Two years later I served as the loan courier for a few Morgan
collection items that David had requested for the Concord Museum exhibition
Early Spring: Henry Thoreau and Climate Change. I unpacked one of Thoreau’s
notebooks from the travel crate.We were standing right next to Thoreau’s green
desk. I looked at David and said, “what do you think?” And he said, “let’s do it.” I put Thoreau’s
journal on the desk and opened it. It was likely the first time since about 1860, when Thoreau
was going over his earlier writings, that the journal had sat upon that desk. That day we resolved
to find a way to mark the bicentenary by bringing together the Morgan journals and the Concord
artifacts.
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Why is This Ever New Self: Thoreau and His Journal exhibition so special?
CN: The items on view are not works of art but rather ordinary physical traces of everyday life.
There’s no way to look at that simple desk without imagining the human being who sat before it
each morning, opening his notebook and writing up his thoughts and reflections. These material
things have power: they remind us in the most intimate way that the words and ideas Thoreau left
us were the result of day-to-day experiences, deliberate choices—much like our own.
DW: Having an opportunity to acknowledge Henry Thoreau’s two
hundredth birthday by participating in the largest Thoreau exhibition ever
mounted is pretty special in its own right. It’s also the case that I used
Thoreau’s journal explicitly as the means to gain some understanding of our
extraordinary Thoreau collection, so putting our collection together with
the journal is amazingly gratifying.
continued, page 9
Above: Thoreau’s Desk; Concord Museum Collection; photograph by David Bohl. Left: Henry David Thoreau, Courtesy of the Thoreau Society Collections at the
WaldenWoods’ Project’s Thoreau Institute.Henry D.Thoreau’s earliest surviving journal notebook,The Morgan Library and Museum.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
There are many transitions underway at the Concord Museum...I would like to share with you that, after seven very happy
years here, I will be retiring as Executive Director of the Concord Museum at the end of February 2018. While there is no
perfect moment for such a transition, I feel that now is the right time for this change. My husband Dennis Fiori (who, as many
of you know, was Executive Director of the Concord Museum from 1982-1993) is retiring as President of the Massachusetts
Historical Society at the end of 2017, and we have many adventures to share together.
Further, the timing feels right for the Museum to seek and welcome a new Executive Director. We are close to completing
our capital and endowment campaign and very much hope to do so by the end of the year; the construction of our new
Education Center is well underway; our operations are programmatically sound and financially solid; and we have the guidance
of strategic and committed boards. I am so proud of all that we have achieved together, and I can’t thank you enough for making
my time here so exceptional and full of accomplishment. Churchill Franklin, President of the Board of Governors, has asked
Vice-President Ralph Earle to Chair the Search Committee. We have retained the noted New York firm Phillips Oppenheim to
conduct the search, and we expect to have a new Executive Director on board by March 2018.
In the meantime, there is much more to do! We are reaching out to the whole Museum community as we move into the final,
public stretch of our campaign. In just over two years, through the support of many generous donors, we have raised nearly $12M
and have just over $1M to go to reach our $13M goal. If you have not already supported the campaign, please consider doing so
now. Watch your email and mail for some exciting ways that you can participate.Your contribution will make a real difference.
As we approach our work for the next six months, I would like to thank you all for your support and enthusiasm. I have been
inspired every day that I have worked at this extraordinary institution, whose future has never looked brighter.
Peggy Burke, Executive Director
UNKNOWN IMAGE OF SOPHIA THOREAU DISCOVERED
It is extraordinary that this previously unknown image of Sophia Thoreau should have surfaced within
days of the two hundredth anniversary of her brother Henry’s birth. All the important objects in the
Concord Museum collection, including Thoreau’s desk, his bed from the Walden house, his flute,
his spyglass, and many more, went through Sophia’s hands. Some went directly into the collection
that became the Concord Museum, and others went to friends whose continued interest in Thoreau
propelled the objects eventually into the Museum’s collection. Sophia Thoreau’s image, a gift to the
Concord Museum from the Geneva Frost estate, is incorporated into the exhibition This Ever New
Self:Thoreau and His Journal.

We are grateful to our sponsors for support of This Ever New Self: Thoreau and His Journal
Major Support

Lead Sponsor
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CONCORD MUSEUM HOSTS TEACHERS FROM 30 STATES
The Concord Museum received a grant in 2016 from the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH) for two Landmarks of American History and Culture
workshops for K-12 educators. Under the leadership of Project Director Jayne
Gordon, two one-week workshops, Living and Writing Deliberately: The Concord
Landscapes and Legacy of Henry Thoreau, took place in July 2017. Seventytwo teachers were chosen from 30 states and the District of Columbia after a
competitive application process to participate in immersive experiences at the
Museum and the sites and landscapes throughout Concord where Thoreau lived,
worked, wrote, and taught. From hiking around Walden Pond while learning about
the area’s geology, to walking Concord’s streets and discussing the town’s role
in the antislavery movement, to a day trip to the Morgan Library and Museum
to view the exhibition This Ever New Self: Thoreau and His Journal, the teachers
delved into Thoreau’s life, work, and influence. The opportunity resonated
especially well this year, the bicentennial of Thoreau’s birth. As a result of the workshops, teachers will prepare new lesson
plans for their own use and to share on the Concord Museum’s website, bringing new perspectives to the ways that teachers
and students can explore Thoreau’s life to learn about American history, literature, science, writing, art, and more.
Special thanks to the many organizations that welcomed the teachers during the workshops: Concord Free Public Library,
Louisa May Alcott’s Orchard House, The Morgan Library and Museum (NYC), The Old Manse (The Trustees of Reservations),
Ralph Waldo Emerson House, The Robbins House, Thoreau Farm (Birthplace of Henry David Thoreau), Thoreau Institute
(Walden Woods Project), and Walden Pond State Reservation.

(left to right) Dr. Robert Thorson, Professor of Geology at the University of Connecticut, talks to teachers about the creation of Walden Pond.Thoreau Farm, known as the
birthplace of ideas, was just one of the many Concord organizations that participated in Thoreau workshops. Curator David Wood demonstrates teaching from objects using
Thoreau’s snowshoe. (top) Middle school teachers from Texas and Missouri take a refreshing break between workshops.
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CALENDAR

Fall 2017
For reservations or more
information, visit
concordmuseum.org
or call 978.369.9763, ext. 216

Henry D.Thoreau, Journal,The Morgan Library & Museum.

THIS EVER NEW SELF: THOREAU AND HIS JOURNAL
September 29, 2017-January 21, 2018 • The most comprehensive exhibition
ever devoted to the life of one of our most influential writers and thinkers brings
together the remarkable holdings from the world’s two most significant Thoreau
collections: The Morgan Library & Museum, NewYork, and the Concord Museum.
THIS EVER NEW SELF GALLERY TALK
Thursday, October 5 & Saturday, November 4 • Join David Wood, Concord
Museum Curator and author of An Observant Eye: The Thoreau Collection at the
Concord Museum, for an exploration of the landmark exhibition This Ever New Self:
Thoreau and His Journal. 2:00-2:30 p.m. Free with Museum admission; Members free.
HENRY BEAR PLAYDATE
Tuesdays, October 10, November 7 & December 12 • D.B. Johnson’s Henry
Bear goes on some fantastic adventures! Hear the story of how Henry built a cabin,
climbed a mountain, and hiked to Fitchburg. See the real objects Henry David
Thoreau owned, then make a craft to take home. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Children free
with admission; Members free. No advance registration required.
WRIGHT TAVERN OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 14 • Celebrate the Museum’s partnership with the historic
Wright Tavern in the center of Concord. The first floor of this National Historic
Landmark will be open to the public. 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Free.
SLEEPY HOLLOW-EEN TOUR
Sunday, October 29 • Join us for this special Halloween event! Take a tour
through historic Sleepy Hollow Cemetery with a Concord Museum guide.
Learn about the lives and deaths of past Concordians through stories passed down
through the generations. 3:30-5:00 p.m. Museum Members $5; Non-Members $10.
5TH ANNUAL SALLY LANAGAN LECTURE | Georgia O’Keeffe: Art, Image, Style

Photo by Tim Hout

Dr.Wanda Corn, nationally renowned art historian and scholar of late
19th- and early 20th-century American art, discusses Georgia O’Keeffe:
Art, Image, Style, the first exhibition to explore the art, image, and
personal style of one of America’s most iconic artists.
Wednesday, November 8, 7:00 p.m. at the Fenn School (516
Monument St, Concord). Free. Reservations required. Advance
registration for Museum members now open. Registration opens to
the general public October 1. A reception will follow the lecture.
The Lanagan Lecture is an annual lecture named for Sally Lanagan, a beloved volunteer who was deeply involved with the Museum and had a passion for
American art, the decorative arts, and historic preservation.
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22nd Annual
Family Trees
November 22, 2017 January 1, 2018
Thanksgiving Weekend Crafts
November 24 & November 25, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Get crafty with special projects related to Family Trees.
Free with Family Trees admission, Members free.
The Fête
December 1, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Enjoy an evening with signature cocktails, hors
d’oeuvres, and a visit to the 22nd annual Family Trees.
Organized by the Guild of Volunteers.
Reservations required.

SILHOUETTE PORTRAIT TAKING
Saturday, November 11, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. &
Sunday, November 12, 12:30 – 4:00 p.m. • Silhouette
artist Jean Comerford cuts delightful heirloom-quality
portraits that make a wonderful gift. Children six months and
up and adults of all ages welcome. $35/profile; $15 additional
copies. Call 978-369-9763 ext. 216 for reservations.
7TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR
Saturday, December 2 • Tour a selection of Concord’s
most beautiful private homes, professionally decorated in
the holiday spirit by local and well-known interior designers.
Doors open at 10:00 a.m. to pick up programs for the day.
Homes open 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Discount advanced ticket
price through November 30: Members $40, Non-members $45.

Morning with Santa
December 9, 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Enjoy a delightful visit and photo with Santa, as well as
engaging seasonal crafts and activities. Organized by the
Guild of Volunteers. Reservations required.
Members: $25 child, accompanying adults free;
Non-Members: $30 child, $10 adults.
Exploring the Animated Picture Book
with D.B. Johnson
December 10, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Author/Illustrator D. B. Johnson presents the newest
addition to his “Henry series of picture books,” titled

Polly Wolly Willy Woggle and Other Rhymes From Walden.
Reservations required. Space is limited. Adults $18,
Children (4-18) $8; Family Trees admission included.

Author and Illustrator Day
December 10, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Meet some of the accomplished authors and
illustrators featured in Family Trees. Free with Family Trees
admission, Members free.
Costumed Character Days
December 16 & 17, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Meet Adam Rubin’s taco-loving dragon and find out
what happens next in Dragons Love Tacos 2:The Sequel!
Free with Family Trees admission, Members free.
Family Trees
Lead Sponsor
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BE THOREAU

PROGRAMS

For more information and to register,
visit concordmuseum.org or call 978-369-9763 ext. 216
THIS EVER NEW SELF SYMPOSIUM

Saturday October 28, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
at the Fenn School, Concord
The Concord Museum presents a day-long symposium
bringing together eight scholars to discuss what they
discovered in Thoreau’s Journal and what Thoreau’s
writings mean for us today.

Featuring Christine Nelson, David Wood, Robert Gross, Sandra Petrulionis,
Richard Primack, Lois Brown, John Hessler, and Robert Thorson

A VISIT FROM HENRY DAVID THOREAU:
A Dramatic Performance by Kevin Radaker
Saturday, October 21 • Encounter Henry David Thoreau,
America’s apostle of the wilderness, social critic, and political
dissenter, on the eve of the CivilWar. After a dramatic monologue,
“Thoreau” will answer questions from the audience, followed
by Professor Radaker responding to questions as himself.
7:00-9:00 p.m. At First Parish in Concord (20 Lexington
Road). Co-sponsored by the Concord Museum, The Thoreau
Society, and the Transcendentalism Council of First Parish.
Adults $10, Students $5.

HENRY DAVID THOREAU: SURVEYOR OF THE SOUL
Sunday, October 22 • From award-winning filmmaker
Huey comes a portrait of Henry David Thoreau and how
his work has impacted generations of thinkers, activists, and
environmentalists. Join producer, director, and editor Huey,
of Films By Huey Productions for a post-screening discussion
of Thoreau as “worker.” 2:00-4:00 p.m. At 51 Walden.
Concord Museum members $5; Non-members $10.
GALLERY TALK SERIES
November 3, November 6 & November 9
Explore Thoreau’s lifelong quest to be a better observer with
Kate James, Executive Director of Concord Art; Jennifer
Ingram, Visitor Services Supervisor at Walden Pond State
Reservation; and Michelle Blees, Acting Chief of Interpretation
and Education at Minute Man National Historical Park. Join
each day’s presenter for a gallery talk in This Ever New Self
and her perspective on Thoreau as observer. 2:00-3:00 p.m.
At the Concord Museum. Check concordmuseum.org for
admission information.
GALLERY TALK AND DISCUSSION
Tuesday, December 5 • Join Concord Museum Curator
David Wood, Concord Free Public Library’s Curator of
Special Collections Leslie Wilson, and local historian Jayne
Gordon for a look at Thoreau’s reading life, and our own.
7:00-9:00 p.m. At the Concord Museum. $10; Concord
Museum Members and Friends of the Concord Free Public
Library free.

D.B. JOHNSON NAMED HONORARY CHAIR OF 22ND ANNUAL FAMILY TREES
With the publication of his first illustrated children’s book, Henry Hikes
to Fitchburg, D.B. Johnson made a distinct mark in the world of children’s
literature. In the picture book, Johnson introduces one of the most endearing
characters: Henry the Bear. Henry is based on Henry
David Thoreau, who advocated a simple way of life,
unencumbered by material possessions.
D.B. Johnson will presents his newest edition Polly
Wolly Willy Woggle and Other Rhymes From Walden on December 10th. See page 5 for more
information.
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1. Setting up a camera obscura tent for a workshop with photographer
Abelardo Morell.
2. Beer Historian George Schwartz (left) and a representative from
Rapscallion Table and Tap Brewery in Acton greet visitors on
Father’s Day at Wright Tavern.
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3-5. The Concord Museum was free to all on August 18 as
part of the Highland Street Foundation’s Free Fun Fridays.
Visitors of all ages explored the Museum galleries, enjoyed a
children’s reading corner, and participated in a leaf symmetry
community craft project.
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CAMPAIGN AND CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
We are in the final stretch of the
landmark $13 million capital and
endowment campaign to expand the
Museum’s facilities and transform
the campus. This effort is already
underway with the construction of the new Education Center and
parking lot. The ultimate result? A more welcoming, functional,
and accessible Museum that will provide the experiences and
amenities that our visitors deserve, with the resources to ensure
a bright future.
In just two years, eighty donors to Revolution:The Campaign for the
Concord Museum have contributed $11.8 million – 90% – toward
our goal of $13 million, that will position this 131-year-old
Museum for decades to come. This is a remarkable accomplishment
by the Museum community.

The foundation for the new Education Center was completed in August.

We hope the leadership of the Museum’s closest friends will
inspire others to be generous in their participation. Our goal is to complete the campaign by December of this year, and
we need the support of the entire community to make this happen. Gifts of any and all sizes make a difference and will help
guarantee completion of the new Education Center and Museum renovations.
If you have made a gift or pledge to the Campaign for the Concord Museum, we extend our deepest thanks. Now we hope you
will encourage others to follow your example as we head into the final stretch of this campaign.
Concord’s revolutionary spirit has led this community to play an outsized role in American history, and that history is more
relevant today than ever. Please join us and be part of the revolution.

GET INVOLVED IN THE GUILD
The Guild of Volunteers co-presidents, Kelly Benkert and Aura Bruce, invite you to join
the Guild! Volunteering for the Concord Museum is an opportunity to make lifelong
friends and make a difference in the Concord community. Please join us on Wednesday,
September 20 at 6:30 p.m. for a Guild Kick-Off Cocktail Party at the
Museum. Learn about upcoming volunteer opportunities and meet the members of
the Guild of Volunteers.
The Guild of Volunteers, formerly known as the Ladies’ Association, has been an
essential part of the Museum since 1972. The Guild furthers the mission of the
Museum and provides critical funds for our educational activities.Year after year, this dedicated group of volunteers
develops and implements events and special programs that generate support for Museum operations.
More than 300 volunteers from across Greater Boston assist in fulfilling the Concord Museum's mission by sharing
their special talents, including event planning, flower arranging, administrative support, and finding sponsors. Guild
members work alongside our professional staff, sharing their expertise in the various Museum departments and
giving more than 10,000 hours of service annually. From the Holiday House Tour, Family Trees, Morning with Santa,
and the Fête to the Lesneski Tea, Spring Gala, Garden Tour, and Golf Tournament, the Guild organizes events that
are fresh and fun with an eye towards supporting a treasured institution.
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CURATOR INTERVIEW, continued

STAFF NEWS

What was your most gratifying or rewarding experience?
CN: There’s a stereotype that Thoreau was a hermit, even a
misanthrope.There’s no question that he enjoyed, and needed,
an enormous amount of time alone. But as I got to know him
through his journal and letters, I found a person who loved
deeply and was deeply beloved. In the twenty-five years I’ve
worked with Thoreau’s journal and the three years in which
I’ve worked on the exhibition in earnest, I’ve come to know so
many vibrant people: readers, scholars, teachers, naturalists,
poets, artists, composers . . . and Thoreau’s the one who
connected us. For a dead crank, he’s managed to stimulate
quite a few fruitful relationships!
DW: So far, seeing Henry Thoreau’s visage overlooking
Madison Avenue from the banner in front of the Morgan was
definitely cool, as was seeing the desk in dignified glory in the
center of the exhibition. The NEH Teachers’ Workshop also
fits into the top ranks.

We’d like to welcome Susan (Suzi) Fonda as the new
Director of Education and Public Programs. A graduate of
Mount Holyoke College with a B.A. in history, she received
her M.A. in Museum Studies from the Cooperstown Graduate
Program, NewYork. Suzi has more than 15 years of experience
developing and implementing educational programs for
several New England museums. For the past 10 years, Suzi
has worked for the Museum of Fine Arts as Manager of School
Programs and, most recently, as Manager of Teacher Programs
and School Partnerships.

What is your relationship with Thoreau? What does he
mean to you?
CN: I got into this project because of my fascination with
historic diaries, not out of a deep love for Thoreau. I didn’t
despise him, but I wasn’t an acolyte either. I wasn’t out to
venerate him or indict him. I just wanted to get to know him
better. Why did he bother to write about his life day after day?
What was he after? I found in him an openness to discovery,
a profound sense of gratitude, a capacity for joy, and an
intolerance for injustice that led me to rethink the way I live.
DW: Discovering an unreasonably astute and competent
material culture historian in the pages of Thoreau’s journal
was sort of an indelible experience; it is still a challenge to
consider that Henry Thoreau afforded so much importance to
the discipline that lies at the heart of the Concord Museum,
which he did, as it happens, once call ‘our museum.’
What do you want people to “walk away with” after they
see This Ever New Self?
CN: Keeping a journal was a practice Thoreau could not
do without. Whatever he was up to—surveying a woodlot,
listening to birdsong, logging botanical data, standing up in
protest, sitting down with his family, composing a book that
would forever change our view of things—he always circled
back to his desk, back to his journal. His self remained “ever
new” because he committed, day after day, to refreshing it.
And it remains ever new to us as we continue to reengage
with him.
DW: I have long thought that the actual Henry Thoreau is to
be found in his journal, and it is an acquaintance worth making.

Leah Walczak, Director of Education and Public Programs,
left the Museum in August in anticipation of the birth of her
first child. Since joining the staff in 2014, Leah has overseen
the rapid expansion of school programs, which now serve
over 12,000 students per year. Together with her team, she
developed the Museum’s Education Strategic Plan, which will be
implemented in the new Education Center.
Caite McGrail joined the staff in July as the new Development
Associate. Caite most recently worked at Theatre Workshop
of Nantucket, managing development, communications, and
administrative initiatives, and also worked at the Boston Ballet
in their Education and Community Initiatives department. She
holds a bachelor’s degree in Art History from Wellesley College.
Kristen Connolly is our new part-time Shop Assistant.
Kristen holds a BFA in Fashion Design and brings her creative
visual merchandizing experience and retail expertise to our
newly re-imagined shop space.

IN MEMORIAM
The Museum notes with sadness the passing of
Richard Walbridge Spaulding. Dick was a past
member of the Board of Governors and the Board
of Trustees. He cared deeply about the Museum’s
collection and educational mission and contributed
his time, talents, and support to the Museum in
many thoughtful ways over the years. He generously
supported the restoration of the Emerson Study and
the publication of the award-winning catalogue, An

Observant Eye: The Thoreau Collection at the Concord
Museum. We are grateful for Dick’s longtime

dedication to the Museum, and we extend our deep
sympathies to his family.
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SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS
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This Ever New Self:
Thoreau and His Journal
through Jan. 21, 2018

Family Trees

Nov. 22, 2017 - Jan. 1, 2018
HOURS through Jan. 1
Mon.-Sat. 9-5; Sun. 12-5
Closed 11/23, 12/24, 12/25

Post Office Box 146 Concord Massachusetts 01742

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ADMISSION through Nov. 21
$10 adult, $8 senior/student,
$5 youth, child under 6 free &
Museum Members free. From
11/22-1/1, Family Trees benefit
admission prices apply.
CONTACT
978-369-9763
cm1@concordmuseum.org
Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram

22nd Annual
Family Trees

Holiday House Tour

Admire over 36 fancifully
decorated holiday trees
inspired by favorites
from children’s literature
November 22, 2017
through
January 1, 2018

A look inside some of
Concord’s most
beautiful private
homes, decorated in the
holiday spirit
Saturday, December 2
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Organized by the Guild of Volunteers
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