
The Concord Museum is a gateway to 
historic Concord’s revolutionary and 
literary past. Highlights include the 
1775 Revere lantern, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson’s Study, Henry Thoreau’s 
famed Walden desk, and Daniel
Chester French’s iconic sculptures 
of the Concord Minute Man, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, and Abraham
Lincoln. Open daily year round; 
www.concordmuseum.org. 

Concord’s April 19, 1775 Trail, 
created by the Concord 
Museum, provides a gateway 
for exploring the many historic 
sites and resources related to 
the American Revolution. 

On April 19th, Concord’s 
patriots were ready. Years of 
protest, months of stockpiling, 
weeks of false alarms—all were 
about to end dramatically.  
Visit the sites in Concord to 
learn more about the 18th-
century town and its residents.

www.concordmuseum.org  •  978.369.9763
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

OPEN FOR MORE SITES AND A MAP 

#1  Concord Museum  •  53 Cambridge Turnpike
The North Bridge is a beautifully restored commemorative 
landscape featuring the famous Minute Man statue by 
Daniel Chester French. Here at Minute Man National 
Historical Park, explore the battlefields and structures 
associated with April 19, 1775. Sit and listen to a Park 
Ranger program to enhance your visit to this hallowed 
ground.

#2  The North Bridge  •  Monument Street
CONCORD’S

Through a process of historical inquiry, the Museum’s 
Why Concord? History Galleries examine the people, 
events, and ideas which shaped this influential commu-
nity’s development. In the galleries, visitors of all ages 
learn about the principles of freedom, self-government, 
environmentalism, and our shared cultural heritage.  In 
the Defending Concord gallery, objects from the
Museum’s renowned collection on view include the 
famed 1775 “one, if by sea...” lantern, as well as muskets, 
powder horns, and swords related to the fight at
Concord’s North Bridge and the Revolutionary War.

#3  Minute Man National Historical Park 
North Bridge Visitor Center  •   174 Liberty St.

Follow the path from the North Bridge to the North Bridge 
Visitor Center. Located in a brick house built in 1911 by 
descendants of Major John Buttrick, the commander of  
Concord’s militia, the Visitor Center features a short video 
about the North Bridge fight, a bookstore, and exhibits. On 
view is a brass cannon that was smuggled out of Boston in 
1775 and was one of four hidden in Concord. The recovery 
of the cannon was one of General Gage’s chief motives when 
he sent the King’s troops to Concord on April 19, 1775.
For more information on hours and programs visit 
www.nps.gov/mima or call 978.369.6993.

APRIL 19, 1775 TRAIL

Looking to learn more?  

Visit the Concord Museum’s website
www.concordmuseum.org

for an on-line experience that takes you 
through the Museum’s past exhibition 

The Shot Heard Round the World: April 19, 1775
and brings together new material for an extraordinary 

look at a fateful day in American history.

William Diamond’s Drum, courtesy Lexington 
Historical Society, photograph by David Bohl.

The Lexington Historical Society, founded in 1886, provides 
public tours of Lexington’s historic sites that played important 
roles in the Battle of Lexington: the Hancock-Clarke House 

which was Paul Revere’s destination; 
Buckman Tavern, the gathering place of the 
Lexington militia; and Munroe Tavern, 
British field office and hospital on April 
19, 1775. 

Visit www.lexingtonhistory.org



The Concord town records for the period of the American 
Revolutionary War, and the years immediately preceding 
and following, document the town’s involvement in the 
conflict and the impact of the war on local people and life.  
The records are deposited in the William Munroe Special 
Collections at the Concord Free Public Library. Transcripts 
of public records from 1774 to 1776 are available online. 
Visit www.concordlibrary.org to learn more about Special 
Collections.

#7  Battle Road Trail/Minute Man National  
        Historical Park  •  Beginning on Lexington Rd.

#4  The Old Manse • 269 Monument Street

Built in 1770 for patriot minister William Emerson, The 
Old Manse, a National Historic Landmark, became the 
center of Concord’s political, literary, and social revolutions 
over the course of the next century. The first shots of the 
Revolutionary War were fired nearby, and, less than a 
century later, Emerson, Hawthorne, and Thoreau spawned 
a revolution in American philosophy from here. For more 
about hours and programs, call 978.369.3909 or visit www.
thetrustees.org. 

This five-mile themed trail connects April 19th sites from 
Meriam’s Corner in Concord to the eastern boundary of the 
Park in Lexington. The trail interprets the broader story of 
the people whose lives were altered by the events that took 
place here. Much of the trail follows original remnants of 
the Battle Road; other sections leave the historic road to follow 
the route of the Minute Men, traversing farming fields and 
forests.  Two key stops are the Paul Revere Capture Site 
and the Hartwell Tavern Historical Area.  “The Road To 
Revolution,” a multimedia theater program, is offered at the 
Visitor Center at 250 North Great Road, Lincoln.

Seven hundred of the King’s troops came down the road 
from Lexington on the morning of the 19th.  Stand at the 
top of the Old Hill Burying Ground and imagine the sight 
of the troops marching through the center of Concord.  
Colonel Smith and Major Pitcairn, British commanders 
on that day in April, 1775, chose the Old Hill site as their 
command post, and from there witnessed what would be 
the beginning of the end of British rule. Of interest in the 
cemetery is the grave of Major John Buttrick who led the 
fight at the North Bridge. His son, buried in the same family 
plot, was at the bridge as a fifer. Old Hill also contains the 
graves of 40 other veterans of the Revolution.  

#5  Old Hill Burying Ground  •  Concord Center    

#6  Concord Free Public Library 
        129 Main Street

A View of the Town of Concord, 
April 19, 1775, from the Old Hill 
Burying Ground. Concord Museum; 
photograph by David Bohl.


