
What does summer mean to you? Is it the pleasure of going 
outdoors, getting together with family and friends, or relaxing 
and simply having the time to learn about new things?  This year 
the Concord Museum encompasses the best of summer with 
walking tours, film screenings, and a host of fun family activities. 

The Concord Museum Forums continue to offer a robust and 
varied line-up of programs, including a staged performance of 
I  Want to Go to Jail–an original play by Dr. Pamela Swing and 
Elizabeth Dabanka. In July, Wright Tavern offers a respite from 
the summer sun with cold, local beer and a talk on the history 
of brewing in New England with Crafty Bastards author Lauren 
Clark. This month also means the celebration of Henry Thoreau’s 
birthday! With special thanks to the Highland Street Foundation’s 
Free Fun Friday initiative, once again we will offer free admission 
and activities for the whole family on Friday, August 2. 

Commemorating 100 years since Massachusetts ratified the 19th 

amendment, this summer the Museum celebrates the activists 
who led the effort to achieve women’s suffrage through a variety 
of programs including a conversation between Susan Ware, author 
of Why They Marched: Untold Stories of the  Women  Who Fought for 
the Right to  Vote and historian Ellen Fitzpatrick, author of The 
Highest Glass Ceiling:  Women’s Quest for the American Presidency. 

Best of all, we have new extended hours now through September 2—
we are open seven days a week from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily. 
So make some memories with your family and friends at the Concord 
Museum this summer!  
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Seeing the first spring blossoms on the lovely apple trees in our new orchard adjacent to the Rasmussen Education Center was 
a wonderful reminder of the promise of our new campus and how the Museum has grown in recent years. If you have driven 
by lately, the delightful combination of flowering pinks and greens is a welcome distraction from our front lawn which remains 
an active (if not muddy) construction site.

Just as the craftspeople who are actively renovating our buildings, my colleagues and I are working tirelessly to develop new 
programming and permanent exhibitions.  As witnessed in the articles in this newsletter, summer will be a busy time at the 
Museum with engaging family programs, a nationally-recognized National Endowment for the Humanities Teacher Institute on 
Thoreau, and countless Museum visitors coming to see the current “Highlights of the Concord Museum” displays.

Spring blossoms and summer sun lead naturally to autumn harvests.  In September, our two years of construction will (at long 
last!) come to an end.  In October, we will jubilantly re-open the newly-renovated Gund building of the Museum and share a taste 
of things to come. As you read this newsletter, two new exhibitions that will form the introduction to our new permanent galleries 
are being designed and fabricated.  They will open together with our fall special exhibition, Concord Collects, featuring remarkable 
works of art from four distinctive Concord private collections.  We look forward to welcoming you in the fall to see all that is new 
and to experience our re-designed “Gateway to Concord” entrance – a dramatic new look when you step through our front door.

None of this could happen without the support of our most loyal supporters and members. So thank you!  We are continuing to 
raise the funds to re-design, fabricate, and install the fourteen other permanent galleries.  We look forward to sharing the fruits of 
those labors in the months to come. When fully completed in 2020, our new permanent galleries will be the capstone of what has been 
an eight-year effort to re-imagine the Concord Museum and its role in sharing Concord’s storied history with new generations 
whose dedication and activism will be like fresh blossoms, harbingers of a brighter future for our nation and our world. 

FROM THE EDWARD W. KANE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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“I HOPE yOU GIVE OTHER SCHOOLS THE SAME OPPORTUNITy yOU GAVE US SO
 THEy CAN ENjOy THE TRIP jUST AS MUCH AS WE DID. THANK yOU!”

–signed “A Happy Camper,” an 8th grader from Lawrence

This year the Paul Revere’s Ride Fund celebrates five years of providing free history education to 
students from Lawrence, Lowell, and beyond. Since 2014, Paul Revere’s Ride has grown 
to serve over 3,500 students annually, including elementary, middle, and high school 
students.  Through the generosity of donors like you, these students access a host of 
rich and meaningful experiences: digging into archaeology or role-playing as historical 
Concordians of 1775.  With the increased capacity of the Rasmussen Education Center, the 
Concord Museum is poised to expand the Paul Revere’s Ride Fund, but we need your help 
to do so!  We hope you will consider supporting the Paul Revere’s Ride Fund, enabling us to 
sustain and grow our proven hands-on history programming for students in need. 

THE TEACHERS ARE COMING!

This July, the Concord Museum is pleased to host its second National 
Endowment for the Humanities Workshop for Teachers, entitled “Living 
and Writing Deliberately: The Concord Landscapes and Legacy of Henry 
Thoreau.” Building on the success of the first workshop, which took place in 
the summer of 2017, this event will bring 72 teachers from all over the country  
to Concord to immerse themselves in the life and world of Henry David  Thoreau. 
The teachers were chosen from over 200 applicants. Many come from neigh-
boring cities and towns such as Acton, Ayer, and Lowell and others will travel from as far away as Miami, Los Angeles, and 
Honolulu. The participants teach at every grade level, from kindergarten to high school, and cover a variety of subject areas, 
from English and American literature, to secondary social studies and science, library and media, and elementary education. 

Over the course of their week in Concord, the teachers will have the opportunity to learn from a wide array of scholars, 
including Kristi Martin, Laura Walls, Robert Thorson, Jeffrey Cramer, James Finley, Robert Gross, and Sandra Petrulionis. 
They will also visit myriad sites in and around Concord that reflect the community’s rich history, including The Old Manse, 
The Robbins House, Minute Man National Historical Park, Walden Pond State Reservation, the Ralph Waldo Emerson House, 
and Louisa May Alcott’s Orchard House, as well as the Thoreau Society and Thoreau Farm. Ultimately, by the end of their week 
together, the participants will become excellent resources for one another in a collaborative investigation of the way Thoreau 
lived, the landscapes he lived in, and the legacy he left to us.

Gifts to the Paul Revere’s Ride Fund may be made online at concordmuseum.org, 
by calling 978.369.9763 ext. 211, or through the mail to: Concord Museum, 

P.O. Box 146, Concord, MA 01742.  Thank you for your support.
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Summer 2019CALENDAR Reservations required for all 
programs unless otherwise 

noted. For reservations or more 
details, visit concordmuseum.org
or call 978.369.9763, ext. 216

Crafty Bastards
Thursday, July 11  •  Discover the 
history of craft brewing in New England 
from the Mayflower to modern day with 
Lauren Clark, author of Crafty Bastards. 
Then enjoy a beer tasting hosted by: 

7:00-8:30 p.m.  $15, $10 Members.

There is no better place than 
Wright Tavern 

to get a taste of history!

Provincial Congress Reenactment
Sunday, July 7  •  Muster up your 
colonial spirit and join us in a 
reenactment of a meeting of the 
Provincial Congress that led up to 
April 19, 1775. In partnership with 
Minute Man National Historical 
Park. All ages welcome. 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m.; Free.  

Emerson’s Circle
Saturday, July 27  •  11:00 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; $10, $5 Members; includes
Museum admission. One mile walk, rain or 
shine.

Women of Concord
Saturday, August 17 • 11:00 a.m.-12:00 
p.m.; $10; $5 Members; includes Museum 
admission and 1:00 p.m. Collection Spotlight 
with Curator David  Wood. One mile walk, 
rain or shine.

Along the Battle Road
Saturday, September 21 • 11:00 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; $10, $5 Members; 
includes Museum admission. One mile walk, 
rain or shine.

Surveyor of the Soul
Sunday, July 14 • Join us for a screening 
of a film by Huey that tells the story of 
Henry Thoreau’s life and time at Walden 
Pond, as well as the impact his writings 
have had on environmental issues, civil 
rights, and individual thinking in our 
time. 7:00-9:30 p.m.; Free. 

FILM SCREENINGS

Nature: 
Walking with Emerson & Thoreau
Wednesday, September 25 • The 
Concord Museum and The Old Manse 
welcome you to a film screening that 
documents  Nature : A  Walk ing  P lay 
(TigerLion Arts), which tells the story 
of Emerson and Thoreau’s friendship. 
The audience will have the opportunity 
to speak with members of the cast and the 
film’s director.  6:30-8:00 p.m.; Free. 

AT WRIGHT TAVERN

your Everyday Companion: 
journal-Making for Families 
Saturday, July 6  • Bring your family 
to learn about  Thoreau who inspired the 
diligent documentation of the Walden 
Woods ecosystem and create your 
own hand-made journal to record your 
observations. All ages welcome; Drop-
in, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; included with 
Museum admission; Members free. 

Art & Action for Suffrage
Saturday, August 10 • 100 years 
after women gained the right to vote, 
what are we still fighting for?  Through 
close-looking at primary source materials 
and using thinking routines, determine 
what makes effective propaganda. 
Design your own political button with 
a pithy slogan and striking graphics. 
All ages welcome. Drop-in, 10:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m.; included with Museum 
admission; Members free. 

Celebrate the Apple 
at Our Free Community Day
Saturday, September 7 • Press cider 
and bake pie at the Museum’s colonial 
hearth. Contribute to the community art 
mural, which asks: what can you add to 
our apple orchard? All ages welcome. 
Drop-in, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Free. 

ESPECIALLy FOR FAMILIES

Free Fun Friday
Friday, August 2 
Thanks to the gener-
osity of the Highland 
Street Foundation, 
the Concord Museum 
is open FREE from 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Visit www.concordmuseum.org for 
a full list of the day’s activities. No 
reservations necessary.

WALKING TOURS
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concord museum

FORUMS
Concord Museum Forums are a series of public programs 

held in the Churchill and Janet Franklin Lyceum to foster dialogue 
on a diverse range of historical, contemporary, and cultural topics 

that resonate with Concord’s history.

These programs are supported in part by the Sally Lanagan Fund and grants from the Concord 
Cultural Council, the Lexington Council for the Arts, and the Lincoln Cultural Council, local agencies which are supported 

by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency. 

The Cabinetmaker’s Account
Thursday, September 19  • Jay Robert Stiefel, historian of Colonial Philadelphia society 
and its material culture, introduces the life and work of English emigrant joiner John Head (1688-
1754). Head’s Philadelphia account book is the earliest and most complete to have survived from 
any cabinetmaker working in either Great Britain or British North America. The culmination of 
nearly 20 years of research, Stiefel’s new book serves as an essential reference work on 18th-century 
Philadelphia, its furniture, and material culture. 7:00 p.m.; $10, $5 Members, by reservation.

Black Devil and Gentle Cloud: Ruskin and Emerson at Odds
Thursday, August 15  •  Dr. Sara Atwood’s talk explores 
the often complicated connections between John Ruskin and 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, “representative men” of the Victorian 
period. Today, our debates about education, nature, and labor 
echo with Ruskinian and Emersonian notions, from self-culture 
and self-reliance to mutuality and the value of work. Dr. Atwood 
is an adjunct lecturer at Portland State University in Oregon. 
7:00 p.m.; $10, $5 Members, by reservation.

I Want To Go To jail
Thursday, August 22  •  Join us for a staged reading of I Want to Go to Jail, an original play 
by Pamela Swing, Ph.D. and Elizabeth Dabanka that transports you back to 1919, when 
suffragists grappled with unexpected obstacles in their quest to pass the suffrage amend-
ment. The performance in period costumes by cast members from We Did It For You! Women’s 
Journey Through History, is preceded by a reception featuring Saltbox Brewery and an action 
buttonmaking station. 6:00 p.m. reception; 7:00 p.m. performance; $10, $5 Members, by 
reservation. In partnership with the Women’s Suffrage Celebration Coalition of Massachusetts.

Why They Marched: A Conversation with Susan Ware
Wednesday,  August 7  •  The history of how American women won the right to vote has 
too-oft been told as the tale of a few iconic leaders, all white and native born.  In her new 
book, Why  They Marched, Susan Ware uncovers a much more diverse story of the women who 
worked tirelessly to achieve their right to full citizenship.  Join in a conversation between Susan 
Ware, Honorary Women’s Suffrage Historian at Radcliffe’s Schlesinger Library, and historian 
Ellen Fitzpatrick. Co-sponsored by the League of  Women Voters; 6:00 p.m. wine and cheese 
reception; 7:00 p.m. forum; $10, $5 Members, by reservation.

Helen Thoreau’s Abolitionist Scrapbooks 
September 12 • Middlebury College professor Will Nash 
discusses what can be learned about Helen Louisa Thoreau 
(1812-1849) and Concord through the abolitionist scrap-
books she kept chronicling events of the 1840s, two of which 
are part of the Middlebury Library’s Special Collections. 7:00 
p.m.; $10, $5 Members, by reservation.
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A RECENT ACQUISITION

The Concord Museum is grateful to Sarah Lawrence 
for the gift of a painting by Edward Waldo Emerson, 
the youngest of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s four children. 

An 1866 Harvard graduate, Edward Emerson 
became a physician and practiced in Concord until 
the 1880s. In 1885, he began teaching anatomy for 
artists at the Museum School in Boston. This painting 
dates from that same year. 

The exact subject of Memory Sketch of Battery A is not 
as yet known. It depicts two teams of four horses, 
each of them pulling a cannon and caisson through 
the snow. The soldiers are in Federal (Union) uniforms, 
and the cannon are large (12 pound) field pieces. 

The title Emerson gave the painting suggests it is 
something he had seen, perhaps 20 years before the 
painting was executed. The horses were of particular 
interest to the painter, who was himself a dedicated 
horseman.

Emerson’s cousin, Edward Waldo Forbes, was also a 
painter, as well as founder of the renowned pigment 
collection at Harvard’s Fogg Museum. Five works 
by Edward Forbes are also in the Concord Museum 
collection.

Memory Sketch of Battery A
Edward Waldo Emerson (1844-1930)
1885
Oil paint,canvas, wood
Gift of Sarah Lawrence (2018) 2018.6.1

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: jOANNE ROSER

How did you become involved with the Guild of  Volunteers?
Five years ago, the Museum was looking for volunteers to staff 
homes for the Holiday House Tour. My high school age daughter 
and I helped out with the tour and enjoyed the experience very 
much. The Holiday House Tour was the perfect connection for 
me to my new community. Subsequently, I volunteered for other 
events put on by the Museum. Because of my involvement, I was 
asked to join the Guild Board the next year. I was honored to be 
asked and thrilled to expand my role as volunteer.

What is the most meaningful part of volunteering for you?
The most meaningful part of volunteering is the people on the 
Guild I volunteer with. I am very lucky to work with a group of 
talented and diverse women. I have made wonderful friends and 
continue to meet new and interesting people every year.

What is your favorite Guild event?
My favorite Guild event is the Holiday House Tour.  I love all the 
decor the season has to offer. I am astounded at the generosity of 
Concord residents who graciously open their homes for the day 
to help our cause.

Have you toured memorable gardens and magnificent homes on 
the Garden Tour or Holiday House Tour? Danced the night away 
in revolutionary spirit at the Patriots’ Ball? Or marveled at the 
delight and imagination of the beloved Family Trees celebration? 
These popular traditions are made possible by the Concord Museum 
Guild of  Volunteers, made up of over 300 dedicated and enthusiastic 
supporters of the Museum. Here is an interview with one of 
them, Joanne Roser:

We are always seeking new volunteers and whether you 
can join us for an hour, for a day, or to plan an event, any 

amount of time helps make these events a success. 
No experience necessary!   

Visit www. concordmuseum.org to learn more.

Joanne and Jamie Roser; 
photograph by Carol 
Boughrum

MEMORy SKETCH OF BATTERy A
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names & faces
at the Concord Museum

1 2

3

4 5 6

1/ Tom Putnam, David Blight (winner of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize  
      in history), Jane Mendillo, and Ralph Earle, Board President 

2/ Wellesley College Professor Kellie Carter Jackson  

3/ Concord Academy students with Concord Academy teacher
      Kim Frederick (middle) after delivering individualized gallery
      talks at the Museum 

4/ Cummings Davis event in the Lisa H. Foote History Learning
      Center with Christie Jackson, Senior Curator of  The Trustees
      of Reservations, and David Wood, Concord Museum Curator

5/ Billerica Minuteman Patriots’ Day encampment 

6/ Jean Cho and daughter at the annual Teddy Bear Tea

Concord Academy photograph by Cole + Kiera;  all other photographs by Carol Boughrum
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CONCORD MUSEUM NEWSLETTER   •   Summer 2019

SPECIAL EXHIBITION
Highlights of the 
Concord Museum     

SUMMER HOURS  
June 15 through September 2
7 days a week:
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 
ADMISSION
$5 adult, $4 senior/student, 
$3 youth, child under 5 free & 
Museum Members free. 

CONTACT  
(978) 369-9763 
cm1@concordmuseum.org
www.concordmuseum.org

Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram &  Twitter

Join us for a staged reading of  I  Want to Go to Jail, an original play by Pamela Swing, Ph.D. and Elizabeth Dabanka that 
transports you back to 1919 when suffragists grappled with unexpected obstacles in their quest to pass the suffrage amendment. 

The performance is staged in period costumes by cast members from We Did It For  You! Women’s Journey Through History.

For tickets or more information, visit www.concordmuseum.org or call 978-369-9763 ext. 216.

Thursday, August 22, 2019
6:00 p.m. reception; 7:00 p.m. performance; $10, $5 Members, by reservation.

I WANT TO GO TO JAIL
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